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Christmas Newsletter | December 2020

Festive Greetings!
Welcome to the
Lost Cats Brighton
Newsletter 2020
Dear Friends, in what has been a difficult and challenging year for us all, we want to say a
massive thank you to our team, our foster carers and our supporters. We are so grateful to
everyone who has made donations this year and for all the food contributions to our
supermarket baskets. All our fundraising events and collections this year were cancelled due
to Covid 19 and your support has been more important than ever and hugely appreciated.
We remained open for all of the Covid lockdown period with the online Lost and Found team
busier than ever. As people stayed and worked from home, we had numerous reports and
sightings of unfamiliar cats in gardens – some were indeed missing and happily reunited, but a
number were local cats going about their business and surprised to find so many people at
home during the day! With the lack of traffic on the roads and everywhere being much quieter
than usual, many cats did wander much further than usual, crossing major roads and turning
up in places quite unexpected and a long way from home. As the vets were only able to open
for emergencies, we decided to order more microchip scanners and our volunteers dropped
them off on doorsteps with instructions for reported strays to be checked, which worked really
well. Many owners of kittens or young cats were unable to have their cats microchipped or
neutered due to the vets being closed which has made reuniting them more challenging.
Like other charities, we had to suspend our rehoming during the lockdowns as we were unable
to do home-checks which has resulted in fewer cats being taken in and homed this year. We
were inundated with requests for kittens this year - we had a few born in our care – but we do
mainly focus on adult cats and cats with health issues. We did have some sad cases, where
cats had been abandoned and so poorly that we were unable to save them but we were able to
give them some love and care in their final days.
As in previous years, we have been in a position to assist other local charities and rescues
with vet bills and food. We are very aware of how tough this year has been financially for many
people and we have helped owners who were struggling to meet the costs of expensive bills for
emergency veterinary care.
As 2020 draws to a close, we are thankful that all of our team have stayed well. Some of our
volunteers have experienced personal losses and our hearts go out to them. Please do take
care and stay safe everyone.
With our best wishes for a Happy Christmas. From all of us at Lost Cats Brighton.
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Reunited after 167 days!
The Story of Boots
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In September, we were absolutely thrilled to share the news that Boots, missing in Brighton
since April, after recently moving house, had been found 5 miles away in Hove, and reunited!
Enormous thanks to Les and Wendy, who got in touch, with photos of a timid black cat they
had been feeding in their garden for several weeks. The cat was extremely shy and wary, but
Wendy had managed to gain his trust. Our volunteer left her microchip scanner with the
couple, so that once Wendy could get close enough, she could scan him, in the hope the cat
might be microchipped.... And he was!! To everyone's surprise and delight, when we looked
the chip number up on the database, missing Boots' details came up on the screen! So nearly
6 months after losing his way, thanks to the kindness of a caring couple AND his microchip!!
handsome Boots is back home again with his family!!
2020 has been such a strange and difficult year so far, lonely
for many, it's not looking like things are going to get back to
'normal' for some time yet! Those of us who have the fortune
to share our lives with animals, know what a comfort they are
and how much harder this year would have been without
them. We want to give much needed hope to all the owners
out there, still searching, not knowing, with a cat shaped gap
left in their homes, since their beloved kitty disappeared. We
also want Boots’ story to serve as a reminder to owners, of
the value of microchipping and to members of the public, the
importance of reporting the 'hungry visitor' stealing fox food
in the garden or the 'homeless stray' who has moved in, to
Lost and Found organisations, such as ours, so that more
families can be brought back together again.

Reunited thanks to the Hedgehog Cam!
This story of Bumble who had been missing
for 30 days, highlights so perfectly the
resourcefulness of our feline friends and
how crucial our brilliant community is in
reuniting cats. The first sighting of Bumble,
came from a lovely lady who had caught
night time footage of a hungry cat,
resembling Bumble, on her hedgehog-cam
stealing the food. She got in touch with us
and after we had all scrutinised the film,
believing this could indeed be Bumble, the
search moved to this area some way from
his home. More flyers & posters were put
up plus owners visiting and calling for
Bumble several times per day. Then a few days later came
another sighting, this one in the daytime, from a different lovely
lady, in the same area, which led to his owners rushing over
and finally finding him hiding under a car. These sightings were
quite a distance from where Bumble was missing, in a very
different part of Hove, 1 & 1/2 miles away from home, and
without the vigilance of our brilliant community, we can't know
how long Bumble might have remained lost… Thank you AGAIN
to Kathy and Clare! We depend on our caring cat community
for these happy outcomes and could not do this without you!
Please please keep doing what you are doing, however small, from following our Facebook
page, to sharing our posts, to mentioning to neighbours and friends, to keeping eyes peeled.
It is all absolutely invaluable! Here's to getting more beloved missing cats home to their
families in 2021!
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New website due 2021
Some of you will be aware that Lost Cats
Brighton began life as a register for lost and
found cats in the city. The shelter, and
subsequent rehoming of stray and unwanted
cats grew organically in response to the
growth of the list and the number of cats that
were in need of a safe space to live – either
before being reunited with their owners, or
where there were none, or they couldn’t be
traced, then the eventual identification of a
suitable new permanent home for them.
Whilst we haven’t had a shelter for four
years, we have continued the rescue &
rehoming work through a wonderful network of dedicated foster carers – who look after our
cats either on a short-term basis, or in the case of some of our very elderly cats or those with
chronic health conditions on long-term basis for the remainder of their lives.
With the rise in popularity of social media and the increasing connectedness between our
community of cat-lovers, we have been able to really grow the visibility of our Lost & Found
register and year on year we are increasing our ability to help reunite lost cats with their
owners. Currently our Facebook page has more than 8,500 likes – not bad for a small team of
highly -dedicated volunteers who put their detective skills to work in trying to trace possible
sightings with news of missing cats!
Of course not everyone uses Facebook and it has always been important to us to share the
same information on our website too (www.lostcatsbrighton.org.uk). About 18 months ago we
realised that it was probably time for us to make use of some of the new website technology
to provide us with a more up-to-date site that could offer additional support for people and
would help us to share more information regarding those cats that are either lost, found or
have subsequently been reunited with their owners.
Working with Ady Griffiths from Create Web Design we have a brand new site which is due
for launch in January 2021. Most significantly, members of the public will now be able to
register their lost cat (or a cat they have found that they think may be lost) with us by
completing an online form. The site also has map functions to help share vital information
about the local area in which a cat has been lost or sighted.
Please continue to watch notifications on our Facebook page for
the exact launch date, which will be released a little nearer the
time.
We can’t wait for you to check it out and will welcome your
thoughts on it.The lost & found register is so integral to our work
and we very much hope that the new site is a user-friendly
platform for everyone to engage with so that we can do more of
what we love best….helping cats and owners find their way back
together.
Big thanks to Ady & his colleague Nerujis for all their help and
patience in building the site for us.
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Cats needing homes
We are currently searching for new homes for these three beauties.

Erica, 9 years old

Buddy, 4 years old

Nehsya, 10 years old

Erica is a quiet, gentle, sweetnatured and loving girl. She
adores company and loves being
stroked and brushed. Erica is
from the same household as
Nehsya so they could be
rehomed together.

This shy boy is gaining in
confidence and needs a quiet
home with someone who has
experience of rescue cats and who
will be patient with him. He loves
a cuddle and needs lots of
reassurance at the moment.

Nehsya, who could be rehomed
with Erica, is a friendly,
confident and cheeky girl with
quite a personality as you can
see! She does have a mild
thyroid condition which requires
daily medication in her food and
twice yearly vet checks.

If you are interested in adopting any of the cats featured above please email us
(info@lostcatsbrighton.org.uk) with a contact number or call us on 01273 422721 leaving your details.
For full details on our featured cats and our adoption procedure please visit our website
www.lostcatsbrighton.org.uk

Pets at home VIP Lifelines
Just a reminder that if you join the Pets At Home VIP club, Lost Cats Brighton is one of the
charities that can be nominated to receive VIP Lifelines vouchers. Every time you shop for
food and supplies for your pets and your VIP card is swiped you raise Lifelines for an animal
charity of your choice.Pets At Home very generously topped up our vouchers this year with
the Covid crisis which enabled us to buy the specialist food which some of our elderly foster
cats in our care require. Thank you so much Pets At Home!

Contact Number: 01273 422721
Registered Charity No: 1119083
Company Number: 5965383
Email: info@lostcatsbrighton.org.uk
Website: www.lostcatsbrighton.org.uk
Facebook: /lostcatsbrighton

Thank you
Our usual BIG thank you to everyone who has supported and
helped us through this difficult year. With special mentions to;
Fiona P, Hannah, Polly, Kate, Ian, Fiona B, Kristine, Adrian,
Jane, Sue, Debbie, Keren Mahony and her team for their
online fundraising efforts and our wonderful foster carers for
your love and devotion to the cats this year. Grateful thanks
also to the staff of Coastway Vets and Acorn Vets who have
had a very challenging 2020.

And finally...
The wonderful Mr Patch featured on the front of our 2019 Xmas
newsletter found the most perfect new home this year. He has
provided much needed therapy, love and laughter to Lynda,
John & Johanna who absolutely dote on him. Here he is in his
purr-fect new home. Merry Christmas Mr Patch!
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